
October 18, 2012 
 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE NORMAN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
 

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by County Board Chairman Marvin 
Gunderson.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Commissioners present were Steve 
Bommersbach, , LeeAnn Hall, Steve Jacobson and Nathan Redland.  Also present were Tammy 
Kappes, Deputy Auditor-Treasurer, Tim Halle, Norman County Index and Marijo Vik, Twin 
Valley Times. 

 
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the October 18, 2012 agenda with 

additions.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 
 
David Stene, Social Service Fiscal Officer, presented the October Social Service bills to 

be paid.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the paying of the Social Service bills in 
the amount of $67036.02.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

 
A motion was made by Commissioner Hall to support a resolution (CR 10-18-12-1) to 

change section 4 of the memorandum of agreement for the wellness pilot program with the 
Norman County Social Service Union Unit #3064.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the 
motion and upon roll call all voted in favor. 

 
Commissioner Gunderson addressed the Board with a request from Kelly Kappes, 

Custodian, on replacing an air compressor. Commissioner Gunderson will check on prices for a 
new one. 

 
A motion was made by Commissioner Redland to accept the retirement of the County 

Veteran Service Officer, Theresa Sandness, after 14 1/2 years due to medical reasons.  Her last 
day will be December 31, 2012.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in 
favor.  Chairman Gunderson appointed himself, Commissioner Hall and Theresa to the 
Committee to find a VSO replacement.  

 
Commissioner Hall discussed an e-mail from Sheriff Jeremy Thornton requesting 

additional help.   
 
Commissioner Hall  also discussed the employee communications in Norman County 

Personnel Policy Handbook suggesting they make updates to it.  A suggestion was made that  
quarterly meetings are set up with department heads and the assigned Department Head 
Committee to work on changes and an organization flow chart for the County. 

 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of October 2, 2012 meeting.  

Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 
 
Commissioners contacted Josh Holte, Environmental Service Officer, on the phone to 

give an update on a letter received from Homeland Security and Emergency Management 
regarding Norman County's Hazard Mitigation Plan.  Mr.  Holte explained he had a conference 
call with the State and other counties and they had resolved the issues. 

 



Mick Alm, Norman County Engineer, presented his agenda. 
 
Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to support resolution (CR 10-18-12-2) to 

reconstruct US #75 at Perley  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and upon roll call all 
voted favor. 

 
The Wild Rice Watershed District permit application denial for County Ditch #163 was 

discussed.  The Highway Department will be meeting with all interested parties. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Jacobson to change yield signs to stop signs as 

recommended by the Highway Department at CSAH #34@ CSAH #1, CSAH #9 @ CSAH 36 
and CSAH #42 @ CSAH #9.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Gunderson and all voted 
in favor. 

 
  Mr. Alm gave an update on new radio equipment. 
 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to pay the final contract payment to Knife River 

Materials in the amount of $45040.53.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor. 

 
Chairman Gunderson signed highway construction contracts on County State Aid 

Highway #51 and County Attorney will review. 
 
Mr. Alm informed the board he had given permission to the Hendrum Fire Department 

to park their equipment in the Hendrum shop during a benefit in the fire hall. 
 
Commissioner Hall gave an update on the application for the courtroom restoration.  It 

passed the first stage.  Also discussed monument cleaning progress. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Hall to support a resolution (CR 10-18-12-3) for 

the County Veterans Service Office Community Outreach Grant Program in the amount of 
$2298.00.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and upon roll call all voted in favor. 

 
  James Brue, Norman County Attorney, was in with the land exchange deed between 

Norman County and the City of Ada for a signature.  A Memorandum of Understanding was 
signed with the City of Ada to exchange County land north of the Highway Department in Ada 
for one block of land to build new salt shed.   Commissioner Hall made a motion for Chairman 
Gunderson to sign the land exchange deed.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor. 

 
Commissioner Gunderson reminded the other Commissioners about the up coming 

District 3 meeting in Thief River Falls. 
 
Chariman Gunderson adjourned the meeting. 
 
 
_____________________    ________________________ 
Marvin Gunderson, Chairman                                   Tammy Kappes, Deputy  

                   Auditor-Treasurer 



 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
  


